City of Auburn
Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 2, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance of all present.

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderman Royer, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Sheppard, Alderman
Johnson, and Alderman Hemmerle.

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney
Jarmer.

Alderman Crissey arrived at 7:20 pm.
Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Berola brought up the property at 213 S. 61 Street. This property was looked at by the building
inspector. It is currently one lot. The owners would like to separate the lot into two separate lots.
Everything will stay the same, just separated. Alderman Garrett asked why they seem to be able to skip a
step and not have to apply for a variance and pay the fee simply because they are trying to complete the
sale. Mayor Berola said they would need to send it to the zoning board.

Animal Control Agreement- They sent us an itemized bill that doesn’t make sense. Mayor Berola wants
to find out what the bill means exactly. It was asked what happens if we don’t pay the bill. Attorney
Jarmer said that they can come at us for the amount that is owed and a breach of contract. Mayor Berola
said he believes they wouldn’t have a leg to stand on because they have been called to inspect a certain
property multiple times and they never did until we had a warrant to enter the home and found animal
hoarding. There was discussion of the validity of the amounts being charged and whether or not they were
in break of contract because they did not come when the police department called multiple times.

Visitor’s Comments:
City Clerk’s Report:

Clerk Sponsler presented the November 18, 2024 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Royer
made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Parrish

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: Crissey

ABSENT: None

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from November 18, 2024 to November 29, 2024. Alderman
Garrett made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: Garrett

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through November 29, 2024 for review only.

Attorney’s Report:



Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of FY25 Tax Levy Ordinance.

Attorney Jarmer presented the First Reading of a Resolution Approving a Bonus for City Employees and
Approving Memorandums of Understanding Concerning the Same. Attorney Jarmer suggested a closed
session to discuss this.

Department Heads

Chief Campbell:

Barbie Ervin has stopped paying her contract payments. Alderman Royer asked about the situation where
they stole public utilities. Attorney Jarmer said this is included in the payments she is supposed to be
paying. Chief Campbell will have to go the criminal route if we decide to.

Superintendent Henson:
Superintendent Henson presented a few purchases using ARPA funds.
1. Purchase of a new CAT backhoe using APRA funds in the amount of $146,249. This price
includes a trade-in. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve this purchase, second by
Alderman Sheppard.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

2. Purchase dump bed, lighting, and accessory equipment for new tandem dump truck from Wood’s
Municipal Supply for $72,025.90 using ARPA funds. Alderman Johnson made a motion to
approve this purchase, second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

3. Purchase of 6 complete fire hydrants and required fittings from Core and Main using ARPA
funds in the amount of $35,352. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve this purchase,
second by Alderman Royer.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Office Manager Travous:

Committee Reports

Administration-Johnson: 2025 Health Insurance Plans for City Employees were already submitted.
Alderman Garrett wanted it to be known that the insurance allowance rate was previously increased from
$650 to $750.

Public Works-Parrish: No Report

Public Utilities-Johnson: No Report



Health & Safety-Sheppard: Alderman Sheppard set a committee meeting for Tuesday, December 10,
2024 at 6:00 pm.

Health & Housing: There were 72 ordinance violations on properties this year.
Parks-Hemmerle: No Report

Economic Development- Royer: No Report

Building Committee- Royer: The RFQ for the building renovation and new building construction had to
be modified. Alderman Royer made a motion to publish the RFQ, second by Alderman Garrett.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Alderman Royer set a committee meeting for January 6, 2025 at 6 pm.

Other Business:

Purchase of Veterans Banners: Alderman Royer told the council that we have 28 banners so far and he is
anticipating a total of 44. The cost per banner is $350, but he is anticipating sponsors to offset the cost.
The total amount will be approximately $16,000. There was discussion between Alderman Royer and
Alderman Garrett concerning the cost and amount of money from sponsors. Alderman Royer made a
motion to approve the purchase the banners up front, second by Alderman Parrish.

AYES: Parrish, Royer, Norris, Sheppard
NAYES: Garrett, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

The vote was tied, 4 ayes, 4 nayes. Mayor Berola broke the tie with a yes. Motion passed.

Adjournment:

Alderman Royer made a motion to go into executive session at 8:09 pm, second by Alderman Garrett. A
voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Alderman Royer made a motion to leave executive session at 8:40 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A
voice vote was taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None

ABSENT: None

Alderman Royer made a motion to go back into regular session at 8:42 pm, second by Alderman
Sheppard. A voice vote was taken.



AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Crissey, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None
ABSENT: None

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 8:42 pm, second by Alderman Crissey. A voice vote was
taken.

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Royer, Norris, Sheppard, Johnson, Hemmerle
NAYES: None

PRESENT: None
ABSENT: Crissey



