
City of Auburn 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, December 16, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Berola with the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance of all present. 

Clerk Sponsler took roll. Present were Mayor Berola, Clerk Sponsler, Treasurer Williams, Alderman 
Parrish, Alderman Garrett, Alderwoman Norris, Alderman Johnson, and Alderman Hemmerle. 

Also present were Superintendent Henson, Chief Campbell, Office Manager Travous, and Attorney 
Jarmer.  

Alderman Royer, Alderman Sheppard, and Alderman Crissey were absent.  

Mayor’s Comments:  

Visitor’s Comments:  

213 S. 6th Street Zoning Board Action: The Zoning Board approved the variance to adjust the backyard 
setbacks of the property at 213 S. 6th Street. Alderman Garrett made a motion to approve the variance, 
second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey 

John Ridley, Animal Control Director of Public Health was in attendance to follow up after his last visit. 
He admitted that he didn’t have all of the facts the last time and there was a communication error. When 
Animal Control came to pick up the Parsons’ animals, the owner signed over all of the animals to Animal 
Control. He said this makes a huge difference in terms of cost. The majority of the $22,000 bill included 
boarding fees for the up to 7-day boarding period. He did not know that the owner had signed over the 
animals, which wipes out all of the boarding fees for the City of Auburn. This takes the fee from 
$22,542.55 to $2,971.26. Alderman Garrett asked what the difference was between dangerous and vicious 
animals. He would like to understand what happened in the case with Mr. Burton. Mr. Ridley is under the 
impression that Mr. Burton fell, possibly knocked down by the dog. Alderman Garrett wanted to know 
what the next level is when these dogs attack again. Currently they need to be muzzled if they leave their 
own yard and there is to be signage on the home.  

Jason Jones with Eck, Shafer, & Punke was in attendance to go over the FY2024 Audit. They are required 
to issue a communication letter to the city council. There are no reportable conditions living in the report 
and no disagreements over any issues that were brough up during field work. Alderman Garrett told Mr. 
Jones that there was irregularities with the IMRF contributions and we went through two audit cycles 
before it was noticed. He wondered why the auditor did not notice these issues. He was told that the funds 
were accounted for, they were not in the correct accounts at that moment. Mr. Jones said we audited the 
cash, not the specific accounts as that is an internal management issue.  

 

 

 

 

City Clerk’s Report: 



Clerk Sponsler presented the December 2, 2024 minutes for review and approval. Alderman Garrett made 
a motion to approve the minutes, second by Alderman Johnson. 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Williams presented the bills list from December 2, 2024 to December 13, 2024. Alderman 
Garrett made a motion to approve, second by Alderman Hemmerle.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: Garrett 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey 

Treasurer Williams presented the November 2024 Cash Report. Alderman Johnson made a motion to 
approve the cash report, second by Alderman Garrett.  
 

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey  

Treasurer Williams presented the Budget Report through December 13, 2024 for review only. Alderman 
Johnson said that everything is looking good other than gas at the moment, but this should turn around 
when the weather gets colder. As for the PEPL reimbursement funds, those will probably run out in 
February.  
 
Treasurer Williams presented the Video Gaming Reports for November 2024. Income was $13,840.95, 
which was $134.81 less than a year ago. YTD income is $93,414.07. We have 14 establishments with 72 
machines in Auburn.  
 
Attorney’s Report: 
Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of FY25 Tax Levy Ordinance 1553-24. Alderman 
Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 1553-24, second by Alderman Garrett.   

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey 

Attorney Jarmer presented the Second Reading of Ordinance 1552-24 An Ordinance Amending the City 
Zoning Code to Allow Solar Panels, Subject to Regulation. Alderman Johnson made a motion to approve 
Ordinance 1552-24, second by Alderman Parrish.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey 

Department Heads 
Chief Campbell: Had a meeting on December 10th and they discussed hiring a full-time officer but will 
need to put that on hold for the time being. Alderman Garrett asked if he was considering sending 



someone through school, Chief Campbell said not at this time, but probably. There was discussion about 
if we have received any money from individuals that have gone through school but did not get paid back 
when they left. It was discussed how to retrieve that money and which route we can go to get the money 
paid back.  
 
Superintendent Henson:  
Superintendent Henson let the council know that we will be using some grant money for the fencing 
around the pickleball courts and by the playground, and for the picnic tables and garbage cans at all parks. 
There are two oak trees at union park, one by the playground and one over the double pickleball court that 
need to come down. He asked the council for the OK to get bids to remove them. Superintendent Henson 
told the council that they had a great toy drive. They initially planned to get one backhoe bucket filled and 
they received enough toys to fill four backhoe buckets.  
 
Office Manager Travous: 
No Report  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Administration-Johnson: No Report 
Public Works-Parrish: No Report  
Public Utilities-Johnson: TJ said he needs to meet with Jamie to discuss the sewer plant and he will need 
a committee meeting after that.  
Health & Safety-Sheppard: Alderman Sheppard was absent. Treasurer Williams read the minutes from 
the Health and Safety meeting.  
Health & Housing:  
Parks-Hemmerle: No Report 
Economic Development- Royer: Alderman Royer was absent.  
Building Committee- Royer: RFQ for Buildings- Chief Campbell said the date has been changed to 
January 23rd/end of the month. This will be published soon.  
 
Other Business:  
Video Gaming Appropriations- This was for Alderman Royer, but he is absent. Alderman Johnson said 
we don’t have a specific account for this money, it is just sitting in general revenue.  
Alderman Garrett mentioned that we saved $178K by cutting dispatch, but looking at payroll, it is at 
$300K+. He wanted to point out that he thinks payroll will get the city in trouble eventually and he is 
hoping that the community will improve and change soon.  
 
Adjournment: 

Alderman Garrett made a motion to adjourn at 8:25 pm, second by Alderman Parrish. A voice vote was 
taken.  

AYES: Parrish, Garrett, Norris, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYES: None 
PRESENT: None 
ABSENT: Royer, Sheppard, Crissey 


